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The Judicial Branch

Lesson 3: The Supreme Court

e —

ESSENTIAL QUESTION [ Terms to Know

(

How can governments ensure i judicial review the power to review any
i
|

citizens are treated fairly? . federal, state, or local law or action to see if
: it is constitutional

constitutional allowed by the U.S.
Constitution

GUIDING QUESTIONS

1. What is the jurisdiction of the nullify to cancel

Supreme Court? \ challenge to object to a decision /
2. What powers are given to the N e B e ai?
Supreme Court?

Jprmmm——

What Do You Know?

In the first column, answer the questions based on what you know before you study.
After this lesson, complete the last column.

Now... - Later...

What cases does the
Supreme Court hear?

What kind of powers does
the Supreme Court have?

Jurisdiction and Duties
The United States Supreme Court is the highest court in

the land. All other courts must follow its decisions. The Identifying
Supreme Court has eight justices and one chief justice. The 1. What kinds of cases
justices’ main job is to decide whether laws are allowed does the Supreme
under the U.S. Constitution. The Supreme Court is also the Court mainly hear?

final authority in all cases involving the Constitution, acts of
Congress, and treaties with other countries.

The Supreme Court has original jurisdiction in only two W Readin
kinds of cases. It can hear cases that involve diplomats 9

from other countries. It can also hear cases that involve Check
disputes between states. In all other cases, the Supreme 2. What happens if the
Court hears appeals from lower courts. Supreme Court

refuses to hear a

Each year thousands of cases are appealed to the
case?

Supreme Court. The justices choose the ones they will hear.
After deciding a case, the Court issues a written opinion.
When the Court refuses to hear a case the decision of the
lower court stands.

The Constitution does not list any specific requirements
for a Supreme Court justice. Before joining the Court, many
justices were lawyers, educators, or lower court judges.
Supreme Court justices have their jobs for life.
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3. Place a one-tab on
top of a two-tab
Foldable to create a
book. Place the
book on the line.
Title the one-tab
The Supreme Court
and explain the job
of the Supreme
Court. Then label
the top tab of the
two-tab Foldable
Judicial Review and
the bottom tab
Opinion. Explain

each on the reverse.

B 1dentifying

4. What branch of
government
organized the
federal courts?

B Explaining
5. What does it mean

to say that a law is
unconstitutional?

n Describing

6. In the diagram,
write how each law
or decision
contributed to the
Supreme Court’s
power of judicial
review.
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Lesson 3: The Supreme Court, continued

Powers and Limits

The Constitution gave Congress the power to decide how

' < the Supreme Court should be organized and what its

t powers should be. Congress set the number of justices
. at nine.

i A key power of the Supreme Court is the power of

. judicial review. This is the power to review any federal,
- state, or local law or action to see if it is constitutional.
' Constitutional means allowed by the Constitution. The
@ Court may decide that a law or action is unconstitutional.
o That is, the law or action goes against what is written in
fvg the Constitution. In that case the Court has the power to
 nullify, or cancel, that law or action.

The Constitution did not give the Supreme Court the

 © power of judicial review. That power came from the

i Judiciary Act of 1789, which gave the Supreme Court the
. power of judicial review over the acts of state governments.
. Later, the case of Marbury v. Madison in 1803 established
t the Court’s power of judicial review over laws passed by
- Congress. This power gives the court a check on the other
-~ two branches of government.

The other branches check the Supreme Court’s power.
Congress can get around a ruling by passing a new law.
It can change a law that has been ruled unconstitutional.
Congress and the states can also try to undo Court rulings
by amending the Constitution.

The
Supreme Court

—
Power of
judicial

review

Marbury v.
Madison (1803)

Judiciary Act of
1789
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Lesson 3: The Supreme Court, continued

The Supreme Court’s power is limited in other ways as
well. The Court can only hear and rule on cases that come
to it through the lower courts. A person cannot simply ask
the Supreme Court to decide if a law is constitutional. The
Court will only rule on a law that has been challenged, or
objected to, on appeal. It can only take cases that concern
a federal question.

The Supreme Court does not have the power to enforce
its rulings. It relies on the executive branch and on the
states to do this. The executive branch usually enforces
Supreme Court rulings, but not always. In 1832, the
Supreme Court ruled in Worcester v. Georgia that the state
of Georgia had to stop ignoring federal land treaties with
the Cherokee Nation. President Andrew Jackson refused to
enforce the ruling. Most people agreed with the president.
As a result, he felt no pressure to take action.

Supreme
Court
limits

Congress
can change
unconstitutional /

laws.

Court cannot
enforce its
rulings.

Court can only
rule on cases
before it.

Check for Understanding
Name three kinds of cases that are under the
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court.

b

2.

3.

Name two powers that have been given to the
Supreme Court.

4.

5.
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B Explaining

7. What can Congress
do if the Supreme
Court rules a law
unconstitutional?

n Describing

8. How does the
Supreme Court
depend on the other
branches?

W) Reading
Check

9. How is judicial
review a part of our
federal system of
government?

FoLDABLES |

10. Place a three-tab
Foldable on the
line. Write U.S.
Supreme Court on
the anchor. Label
the tabs Kinds of
Cases, Powers,
and Limits.
Describe each on
the reverse.




