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Americans, Citizenship, and Governments :
Lesson 2: Becoming a Citizen

ESSENTIAL QUESTION ( Terms to Know

What is a citizen? citizen a person who is loyal to a 5
government and is protected by that

GUIDING QUESTIONS el . .
: k4 government the ruling authority for a

1. How does_ a person become a citizen community )

of the Uglied States] civics the study of the rights and duties of
2. In what ways can a foreign person citizens

enter the United States? . citizenship the rights and duties of citizens
naturalization a legal process to become
a citizen )
deny to take away a right or privilege
alien a foreign-born resident of the United
States who has not been naturalized
refugee a person who flees his or her home
to escape danger such as war

\E)rlonty highest ranking Y,

’ ]

What Do You Know?
In the first column, answer the questions based on what you know before you study.
After this lesson, complete the last column.

~ Now... -~ S : : - Later...
What does it mean to be a
citizen?
¢ What is meant by the term .
8 illegal alien? ’
g o What Is Civics?
é Reading A citizen (SIHetuhezuhn) is a person who is loyal to a
2 == Check government and is protected by that government. -
° Government is the ruling power for a group of people. For
2 1. Why c_l)o we study ' government to work well, citizens must understand their
§ Ui rights and duties.The study of the rights and duties of

citizens is called civics (SIHevihks).

The idea of citizenship is very old. Citizenship
(SIHstuhezuhnestip) is the rights and duties of citizens. It
began in ancient Greece and Rome. At that time, citizenship
was only for men who owned property. Their duties
included paying taxes and serving in the armed forces.

In the 1700s, new ideas arose about citizenship and
government. Citizenship came to mean belonging to a nation.
People came to believe that governments got their power from
the people. This idea is known as “consent of the governed.”
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- Americans, Citizenship, and Governments
Lesson 2: Becoming a Citizen, continued

Visualizing

2. On the bottom of
this page, draw a
timeline of the

The Growth of American Citizenship

1776 Only white men who owned property could vote :

1868 African American men could vote with the passing
of the the 14th Amendment

1920 Women win voting rights in the 19th Amendment : events shown in the
1924 All Native Americans are granted full United States £ chart.
citizenship ;
/ Mark the Text
Today citizenship in the United States is not based on how - 3. Find and circle the
much land a person owns. It is also not based on gender, amendments to the
race, or religion. Instead it is based on birth. People who are - Constitution that
citizens because they were born in the United States or have grant citizenship and
U.S.-born parents are called natural-born citizens. » full rights to various
A person is an American citizen if he or she was born in groups of people in
any one of these places: : the United States
.. 2 . . ‘ over the course of
* in any of the 50 states or in the District of Columbia i the last 150 years.
e in an American territory ; ‘ 3
e on a U.S. military base in another country : / Mark the Text
Even if a person’s parents are not citizens of the United © 4. Find and underline
States, he or she is still a citizen if born on American soil. & the phrase in the

text that explains
what citizenship is
based on today.

There are two ways a person who is born in another
country can be an American citizen.

1. if both parents are U.S. citizens

2. if one parent is a U.S. citizen who has lived in the 29 P
United States : Identifying
A person can also be a citizen of both the United States
and another country. This is known as dual citizenship.

5. Is a person who was
born on a U.S.
military base in

A person can become an American citizen even if he or : th t
she is not a natural-born citizen. He or she must complete | ‘ang ?tr‘ cou_)nvyr/] at
the naturalization process. Naturalization - o Kind g'f lcziiir;én isa
(naschuheruheluheZAYeshuhn) is & legal process to become !

a citizen. : such a person
| considered to be?

Immigrants who want to become citizens must meet five
requirements. They must

1. be at least 18 years old
2. have been a legal permanent resident for five years
3. be able to read, write, and speak English
. 4. be of good moral character '
5. show that they understand U.S. civics
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' Americans, Citizenship, and Governments
Lesson 2: Becoming a Citizen, continued

Summarizing

6. Summarize the five
requirements for -~ | 1. Fill out an application with U.S. Citizenship and
immigrants who Immigration Services (USCIS).

want to become o
citizens. i | 2. Talk with a USCIS official.
3. Pass a citizenship exam.
4. Attend a citizenship ceremony.

TR There are four main steps to the naturalization process.
. They are shown in the box below.

- Steps in the Naturalization Process -

When the applicant meets with a USCIS official, the

official makes sure the person meets all the requirements.

“' The exam tests whether the applicant can read, write, and
Identifying speak English. It also asks questions about U.S. history and
. . government. At the citizenship ceremony, applicants swear
7. What Is USEIRR "+ their loyalty to the United States. They promlse to obey the
Constitution and the laws. After taking this/ oath and
signing a paper, they are citizens.

A person can lose his or her citizenship. This can happen

D Prior - in three ways.
Knowledge : 1. Expatriation. If a person gives allegiance to another
8. What is an oath? country, such as by becommg a naturalized citizen of

How is it related to another country.

the naturalization i 2. Denaturalization. If a person is found to have lied

process? on his or her citizenship application, he or she loses

‘ citizenship and can be deported. To be deported is to
be sent out of the country.

3. Being convicted of certain crimes. If a person is

convicted of treason, rebelling against the government,
or using violence to try to overthrow the government

Copyright © The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

Explaining he or she can lose citizenship.
9. Explain what could _ Only the federal government can grant citizenship or take
it away. The states can deny, or take away, some privileges
cause a person to ; A ; :
; of citizenship. They can prevent a person from voting, for
lose her or his o byt
~ example. But they cannot take away citizenship itself.

citizenship. Give
specific examples.
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' Americans, Citizenship, and Governm
Lesson 2: Becoming a Citizen, continued

Foreign-Born Residents

Many people who live in the United States are not citizens.
People who were born in another country and who have not
been naturalized are called aliens (AYeleesuhnz). There are
three kinds of aliens: legal aliens, refugees, and illegal aliens.

Legal aliens can be either resident aliens or nonresident
aliens. A resident alien is a person who lives permanently in
the United States. They may stay as long as they wish. A
nonresident alien is a person who is planning to stay for
only a certain length of time. A reporter from Mexico who is
covering a U.S. election would be a nonresident alien.

Legal aliens have some rights. They can hold jobs, own
property, and attend public schools. They have some
duties, such as paying taxes. They do not have the right to
vote or hold public office. They also cannot work in
government jobs or serve on juries.

N

A refugee (renefyo0e]EE) is a person who leaves his or

her country to escape danger, such as an earthquake or a
war. Our government protects some refugees.

The United States allows only about one million people to
enter the country each year. Top priority goes to relatives
of U.S. citizens and people with job skills that are needed.
Another million people enter the country illegally each year.
Some come as visitors and then never leave. Others cross
the borders from Canada or Mexico. Close to 12 million
people live in the United States illegally today. Most came in
search of a better life. But living as an illegal alien is hard.
It is against the law to hire illegal aliens, so most end up
working for low pay and without benefits. They live in fear
that they will be discovered and sent out of the country.
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Check for Understanding
A person must be 18 years old to become a
naturalized citizen. List two other requirements.

1.

2.

Why do most illegal aliens come to the United
States?

-3

Comparing

and
Contrasting

© 10. What is the

difference between
a resident alien and
a nonresident
alien?

Reading

Check

11. How do the rights
of legal aliens differ
from those of U.S.
citizens?

12. Place a three-tab

~ Foldable along the
line. Label the
anchor Residents of
U.S. Label the first -
-tab Citizen by Birth,
and the second
Citizen by

" Naturalization, and
the last tab Aliens.
On both sides,
record facts about
these groups and
what they have in
common.





