[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
image1.png
NAME : DATE CLASS

" Americans, Citizenship, and Governments
Lesson 3: Duties and Responsibilities of American Citizens

ESSENTIAL QUESTION , (Terms to Know

What.is a citizen? : : responsibility an obligation that we meet
R of our own free will .

duty an action we are required to do

= register to record or. enroll formally

draft to call for military service

™

GUIDING QUESTIONS

1. What are the duties of American

citizens?
2. What are American citizens’ tolerance respecting and accepting others
responsibilities? welfare the health, prosperity, and

happiness of the members of a community
volunteerism giving your time and services |
to others without expecting payment j

3.  How can citizens make their
community a better place to live?

&
o
e ——— e

What Do You Know?
In the first column, answer the questions based on what you know before you study.
After this lesson, complete the last column.

Now... - 5 e T Later...
Why must we pay taxes?
What does it mean to be
tolerant of others?
Why is volunteering
important?
, =7 Duties of Citizens .
fg (nb | A community can be a neighborhood, town, school,
g 1—" Vocabulary .1 workplace, state, country, or even the world. We all play
S 1. What is the ;ﬁ a part in making our communities safe and successful. We
H difference between . all have responsibilities. Responsibilities (rihesparnesuh
] a duty and a . eBIHeluheteez) are things we should do. They are obligations
2 responsibility? - we meet of our own free will. No law requires us to meet our
§ % responsibilities. Duties are different from responsibilities.
5 Duties are things that we have to do. If we ignore or
g forget our duties, we may have to pay a fine or even go to

jail. The chart below shows the duties of citizens.

" Major Duties of American Citizens

o obey the law

e pay taxes

« defend the nation
e serve in court

« attend school
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. Americans, Cltlzenshlp, and Governments = ;
Lesson 3: Duties and Responsibilities of American Cltlzens Continued

Citizens have.many duties. The most important is to f SRS R

obey the law. Laws are rules that help people live together ' !
in peace. Laws keep order in society by letting people : . Readlng (
know which actions are acceptable and which are not. It is | Check I
important for people to obey the law so that communities o2, Why must we obey
can keep order and protect our health, safety, and property. ! laws?
Citizens are also required to pay taxes. Taxes keep the
government running. They allow the federal government to | &
pay its employees, defend the country, and help those in |
need. Taxes allow state governments to run the schools, - i
pave roads, and hire firefighters. There are different kinds of
taxes. The main kinds are income, property; and sales taxes. | @ Listin
Most male citizens aged 18 to 25 must register with the ! = 9
Selective Service System (SSS). In the case of a war or a - 3. List things that the
major national emergency, the government may draft men | federal government
from the SSS list. To draft means to call into military o uses taxes for, and
service. No draft has happened in this country since 1973 5 things state
because we have enough volunteers to meet our needs. i governments use
Another duty is serving in court. The Constitution oA
guarantees any person accused of a crime the right to trial
by jury. A jury is a group of citizens who listen to the facts
of a case and decide whether the accused person is
innocent or guilty. Every adult citizen must be prepared to
serve on a jury. An accused person also has the right to call
witnesses. If a citizen is called as a witness, he or she has ; Vocabulary
a duty to respond. .
. - . * - 4, If the U.S. military |
Attending school is also a duty. Most states require did not have enough :
children aged 7 to 16 to go to school. Schools teach the ! volunteers to fight a
knowledge needed to be good citizens. They also prepare war. what would the
students to be skilled workers. £ gov’ernmént do?

Responsibilities of Citizens

For society to work, every citizen must do his or her part.
The chart below lists a citizen's major responsibilities.

, et , ' Explaining
- Major Responsibilities of American Citizens . | | 5, Why is attending
school a duty?:

e be informed and vote

participate in government and your community

respect the rights and property of others

respect different opinions and ways of life
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| Describing

6. Why is it important
to stay informed
about what the
government does?

Reading

Check

7. Why is voting
important?

‘Bl paraphrasing

8. Why is tolerance
important in the
United States?

Reading

Check

9. What is
volunteerism?

DATE CLASS

Lesson 3: Duties and Responsibilities of American Citizens, Continued .

The first responsibility of citizens is to be informed and
active. Government decisions affect your life. You will have
less money to spend if the state legislature decides to raise
the sales tax. You will have to get up earlier if the local
school board decides to extend the school day. You have a
responsibility to know what the government is doing so.that
you can voice your opinion about these matters.

Remember that government in this country gets its
power from the people. This means that you have a
responsibility to make sure the government is working
properly. You can do this by contacting elected officials and
by voting.

All citizens who are at least 18 years old have the right
to vote. Voting gives you the chance to help shape the -
future of your community, state, and nation. To vote well
you must study the candidates and the issues. You must
also keep track of what your elected officials are doing. If
you do not like how they are performing, you can vote
against them in the next election. Voting is a peaceful way
to hand power from one group to another.

Society runs smoothly when people respect one another’s
rights and property. Respecting others’ opinions and ways
of life is also important. The United States is nation of
many diverse people. Everyone has-a right to his or her
own opinions and beliefs. For all these different people to
get along, citizens must respect and accept others. This is
called tolerance. 3 5

Being Involved

Good citizens care about the welfare of others. Welfare
includes people’s health, wealth, and happiness. One way
to help others is to volunteer. Volunteering makes our
communities better places to live. It also helps us learn
useful skills. .

Giving your time and services to others without expecting
payment is called volunteerism (vaneluhneTIHReHezuhmM).
Millions of people in this country volunteer. Without their
help, the needs of many people would not be met.

Some people choose to support causes by giving money.
Americans give more than $300 billion to charities every
year. Much of this money comes from small donations from

ordinary citizens.

11




image4.png
NAME DATE

'Americans, Citizenship, and Governments
Lesson 3: Duties and Responsibilities of American Citizens, continued

More than one million charities are registered with the

federal government. Some are small and local. Others are

national and help thousands of people. U / Mark the Text
The federal government supports volunteerism through ; 10. Find evidence in

“many agencies. The chart bellows outlines some of the ; this paragraph that

more important ones. 3 b volunteerism is

important in the

"Government | L opananiiaGn) o United States.
S Agency o li s BUTROSE e Gl Underline the
Corporation for |  provides money, training, and other ;fg\tlzgcg]fsh;gmt
National and help for volunteer groups A
Community * manages AmeriCorps, Senior Corps, 4 3 e i
Service Learn and Serve America Exam_mmg !
. = Details :
AmeriCorps o provides work in education, public )
safety, health, and the environment. 11. Which government
« gives members money to pay for agency benefits
college in return for a year of service. communities while
at the same time
Senior Corps ¢ provides Americans aged 55 or older helping young
a chance to help their communities ! adults pay for
by serving as foster grandparents, : college?
assisting the disabled, and more. ;
Learn and « promotes service learning in schools :
Serve America by linking community service with i
classroom work : ]
. 12.Place a two-tab
YL/ S/ GlueFoldablehere /S S/ S/ Foldable along the :
ck nders : i dotted line. Label
Che for Und tandlng i the anchor tab U.S. |

List two major duf:les of American citizens. Citizens:.- Lok} the

first tab Responsi-

1.
bilities and the
2. second tab Duties.
s o ol . { On the reverse tabs
List two major responsibilities of American write the definition
citizens. : : of each.
3.
4.

How can you make your community a better
place to live?

5.
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