The Shakers were a religious group that is often overlooked for the style of church they invented. Shakers often gathered in buildings that were specifically built for church. A square building with a steeple and bell tower to signal that church was beginning. Inside many rows of wooden pews were built for the members to sit; Ann Lee would also be one of the first to create an often used hymn book. Today, many churches are built in the same way. Modifications yes, but still based off of the original Shaker culture. In comparison with other religions of the time, Shakers were not that much different then other groups. Teachings were similar to that of the Baptist and Protestants of that era. Yet what the Shaker’s differed in was their worship. They were known for their big dancing circles and loud singing during worship. Unlike the Catholic religion, Shakers believed in the gifts of the Holy Spirit such as the speaking of tongues during prayer, hearing God, and sacrificing their best animal to the Lord once a year. For this reason they were frowned upon by the Catholics. Eventually, the Shakers were overtaken by the Baptist and Protestant groups, yet the teachings weren’t that different. Why the Shakers were overtaken, is relevant to their size. In the height of the religion, there were 40,000 members yet the Protestants had over 100,000. They were overtaken because of their smaller size.

