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The Judicial Branch k

Lesson 1: Federal Courts

ESSENTIAL QUESTION (I'erms to Know )

How can governments ensure dual court system a system with both
citizens are treated fairly? federal and state courts

presume to assume to be true without proof
GUIDING QUESTIONS jurisdiction the authority to hear and

i decide a case
1. What is the role of the federal exclusive jurisdiction authority of federal

courts?. : courts alone to hear and decide cases
2. What kinds of et heard in concurrent jurisdiction authority of both
federal courts? federal and state courts to hear and decide

\Ca ses j

What Do You Know?

In the first column, answer the questions based on what you know before you study. After
this lesson, complete the last column.

What do the federal courts
do?

What kinds of cases do they
try?

Role of the Federal Courts

The judicial branch is the third branch of the federal I Py

government. The branch's two main jobs are to make sure n Identifying
the laws are enforced fairly and to interpret the law. Courts 1. What are the two
hear two kinds of cases, criminal and civil. main jobs of the

In criminal cases, people accused of crimes appear in judicial branch?

court for trial. In a criminal trial, witnesses present
evidence. A jury or judge decides whether the accused
person is innocent or guilty.

In civil cases, courts use the law to settle civil disputes. 1536
In a civil dispute, both sides come before a court. Each side n Listing
lays out its view. The court applies the law to the facts that 2. A civil dispute is a
have been presented. Then it decides in favor of one side ' conflict between
or the other. A civil dispute is a conflict between: two sides who feel
e two private parties (people, companies, or harmed. List two
organizations) i types.

e a private party and the government
e the U.S. government and a state or local government

Federal courts decide criminal and civil cases that involve
federal laws.
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Check

3. Why did the
Framers of the
Constitution create
a federal judiciary?

td Contrasting

|

4. What was the
difference between
the types of cases
heard by district
and circuit courts?

Vocabulary

5. What is a dual court
system?

/ Mark the Text

6. Underline the
sentence that states
the main goal of the
federal courts.

K Identifying
7. Fill in the diagram
to show the three
levels of the federal
courts.
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Lesson 1: Federal Courts, continued

The power of the federal courts comes from the
Constitution. Under the Articles of Confederation, the country
had no national court system. Each state had its own laws
and courts. Citizens were not guaranteed equal justice in all
the states. To solve these problems the Founders decided to
create a federal judiciary. Article III of the Constitution
created a national Supreme Court. It gave Congress the
power to set up a system of lower courts.

Congress set up two kinds of lower federal courts: district
courts and circuit courts. District courts heard minor civil
and criminal cases. They served as the trial courts for
specific geographic areas. Circuit courts took more serious
cases and heard appeals from the district courts. An appeal
is when a person asks a higher court to review a case. In
1891, Congress made circuit courts solely courts of appeals.

The district courts at the lower level are trial courts. The
circuit courts in the middle are appeals courts. The
Supreme Court, the court of final appeal, is at the top.

Each state also has laws and a court system. The state
courts and federal courts exist side by side. This gives our
country a dual court system. The federal courts get their
powers from laws passed by Congress. The state courts get
their powers from state constitutions and laws.

The federal courts make sure citizens in every state are
treated the same. Each person is presumed, or thought to
be, innocent until proven guilty. To make sure all citizens
have equal justice, the Constitution gives every accused
person the right to a public trial. If the accused cannot pay
for a lawyer, the court will provide one.

U.S. Courts
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Lesson 1: Federal Courts, continued

Federal Court Jurisdiction

Most court cases involve state laws and are tried in state Vocabulary
courts. The Constitution gives federal courts the power to o L dnees
hear certain kinds of cases, however. The authority to hear 8. What is jurisdiction?

and decide a case is called jurisdiction. Federal courts
have jurisdiction in cases that have to do with the following:

e the Constitution and federal laws

* disputes between the states Reading

o disputes between citizens of different states Check

¢ disputes that involve the federal government 9. What are two

e accidents or crimes that happen at sea examples of cases

« disputes between U.S. and foreign governments where the federal
courts would have

In most of these areas, federal courts have exclusive exclusive
jurisdiction. Only federal courts can decide on these jurisdiction?
cases. Other cases are under the state court jurisdiction.

In some cases, both federal and state courts have
jurisdiction. This is called concurrent jurisdiction. For
example, this occurs when a crime breaks both federal and

state laws. When this happens, either court may hold a trial. / Mark the Text
Federal Both State 10. Fill in the diagram.
Court Court List a federal court

case, a state court
case, and a case
that might be
heard in both.

[FOLDABLES |

11. Place a three-tab
Foldable along the
line. Label the tabs
Federal Exclusive
Jurisdiction,
/7. Glu | Concurrent
N Jurisdiction, and
Check for Understanding State Exclusive
Name the two types of court cases. Jurisdiction. Write
facts about each on
1. 2, the reverse tabs.

Name one type of case under federal jurisdiction.





